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NEW NATIONAL COUNTER-TERRORISM ALERT SYSTEM  
 
Attorney-General Robert McClelland today announced the implementation of a new 
National Counter-Terrorism Alert System. 
 
“The previous approach, while comprehensive, could be expensive and onerous for 
communities not impacted by a security situation,” Mr McClelland said. 
 
“It required a “one in, all in” approach across the nation. If an alert level was changed for 
one community, geographic location or sector, it would have to be changed for all.”  
 
“Through the experience gained in recent counter-terrorism exercises it has become apparent 
that the current system would benefit from a greater level of flexibility in order to avoid 
needlessly impacting those unaffected by a security event.”  
 
The four levels (low, medium, high, extreme) will remain the same; the difference is in how 
they are applied. 
 
The new Alert System, which will come into force tomorrow, could apply an alert level 
nationwide, but it could also apply an alert level to a specific jurisdiction, industry, business 
sector or geographic location.  
 
“Australia is a vast country - a security situation in Perth may have no impact on the people 
living in Sydney or Melbourne. This more targeted system of national counter-terrorism alert 
will help avoid unnecessary disruptions to everyday life. It will also be more cost-effective 
for the private sector, which has made a substantial investment in its security arrangements,” 
Mr McClelland said. 
 
“It is another example of how Australian governments are working together to help protect 
Australia from terrorism.” 
 
The level of national counter-terrorism alert is currently at medium, which means that a 
terrorist attack within Australia could occur. 
 
For more information go to: www.nationalsecurity.gov.au 
 

*** PLEASE NOTE – DOORSTOP TODAY 30 SEPTEMBER***  
10.00am - Doorstop with Attorney-General Robert McClelland. 

WHERE: Electorate Office, 1 Butlers Road (Access via Ormonde Parade), Hurstville. 
 

Media Contact:   Adam Sims   0419 480 224 


